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With these words he left me. After a while the Grand
Duke returned and transmitted to me His Majesty's order
to prepare clean copies of the manifesto and your report
and, when you come here, to take these documents to the
Emperor who will sign them."
I understood then that there was no way out for me.
The same morning General Mosolov, Director of the Chan-
cery of the Court Ministry, had a conversation with Baron
Frederichs just after the end of the latter's interview with
the Grand Duke. General Mosolov afterwards reported
to me the substance of the baron's words. "All the while,"
the baron said, "I was hoping that the situation would end
in a dictatorship, with Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaievich
as the natural dictator, for it seemed to me that he was
brave and absolutely devoted to the Emperor. Now I find
that I was mistaken. He is a mean-spirited and unbalanced
man. Everyone shirks the responsibilities of a dictatorship;
we have all lost our heads, and so we must give in to Witte,
whether we like it or not."
For a long time I did not know why the Grand Duke
was so resolutely in favour of the act of October 17. I was
sure, of course, that he had not been prompted either by
liberalism or by an understanding of the country's internal
state. His sympathies had always been with autocracy of
the most unlimited and arbitrary character. As for his
rational powers, they had long since been befogged by an
inordinate passion for occultism. At any rate, I was con-
vinced that, whatever may have been the precise reason,
cowardice and mental confusion played an important part
in determining the course of the Grand Duke's actions.
P. N. Durnovo, who was unusually well informed about a
variety of confidential matters for the reason that he was
in charge of the perlustration division of the Ministry of
the Interior, told me, in 1907, that the Grand Duke's atti-
tude toward the constitutional manifesto was to be ac-